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Going Gastro in Abu Dhabi
book, I joshed with one of my editors at NYU Press that he should
arrange a signing for me in the Persian Gulf. “Don’t laugh,” he said.
“It could happen.” Yes, indeed. Late in April, there I was on my way

Upcoming Programs at the Central
Library’s Mark Taper Auditorium:
September 9, 2017
Linda Civitello
“America Takes the Cake”
October 14, 2017
Bill Esparza
“Pocho Gastronomy is the Future
of Mexican Cuisine in America”
November 11, 2017
Panel with Melissa Pugash, moderator
“Coﬀee History in Southern CA”
December 9, 2017
Kathleen Hill
“What is It?: A Collector’s Kitchen Treasures”

Charles Perry

CHSC President

business class, not ﬁrst, so my seat was not a private cubicle with a bud vase and a
during a 16-hour ﬂight.
And one of the perks of business class was that you could order food at any hour, so I

machbūs, a pleasant lamb stew ﬂavored with a lot of cumin along with some raisins

Program Notes

A huge thank you to our outgoing Secretary, Joanna Erdos, for
keeping us on track with her excellent minutes of quarterly board

January 13, 2018
Charles Perry
“What to Order in 13th-Century Granada”

Become a new
member or renew
your membership
today!
We welcome new and
returning members!
You don’t need to be
an academic or
culinary professional –
many of our members
are enthusiasts who enjoy exploring the
history, anthropology, and culture of the
world’s cuisines. Pick up a membership
form at any of our events or download the
Email Susanna at serdos@aol.com with
your name and phone number and she’ll
contact you directly.

When I told my pharmacist I was going to Abu Dhabi, she insisted
that I had to see Sex and the City 2, in which the usual S&C cascade
of small talk and shoe-buying takes place in a kind of Abu Dhabi

January kicked oﬀ the year with our annual president’s talk,
Charles Perry on, “Middle Eastern Cuisine is 500 Years Old.” The
Nancy Zaslavsky

CHSC Vice President,
Programs

Middle Eastern food history.

Andy Coe escaped February in New York to speak on, “Feeding
Hungry Americans: Diets of the Great Depression.” George Geary entertained everyone in March with his endearingly gossipy anecdotes in, “Famous Eateries of
Hollywood’s Golden Age.” Neela Paniz and Nandita Godbole’s chat, “Ancient Cuisine,
Salvador’s Food, Pre-Hispanic to Today.” How lovely it was for most of us to get a
here in June to kick oﬀ his newest obsession, “Food Waste: A History,” a topic Andy
Members, if you use Amazon.com to buy anything, not only our speakers’ cookbooks, please make your purchases through Amazon Smile where CHSC gets a small
change). Type Culinary Historians of Southern California in the search bar under

